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1 . INQUIRIES TO UK DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AND SCIENCE 
AND MEDICAL RESEARCH COUNCIL INDICATE THAT AT PRESENT 
TIME THERE ARE NO LAWS IN GREAT BRITAIN SPECIFICALLY 
GOVERNING RESEARCH PROCEDURES IN SO-CALLED "GENETIC 
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SCIENTIFIC COMMUNITY IS, HOWEVER, OPERATING UNDER A 
VOLUNTARY MORATORIUM ON SUCH RESEARCH. THIS MORATORIUM 
WAS ESTABLISHED IN 1974 BY THE MEDICAL RESEARCH COUNCIL, 
FOLLOWING THE JULY 1974 APPEAL BY THE COMMITTEE ON 
RECOMBINANT MOLECULES OF THE US ACADEMY OF SCIENCES. 

THE MRC, BY VIRTUE OF ITS STATUS AS THE PRINCIPAL 
GRANT-GIVING AGENCY IN UK BIOLOGICAL RESEARCH, IS IN AN 
EXCELLENT POSITION TO ENFORCE THIS MORATORIUM IN THE 
GOVERNMENT AND ACADEMIC RESEARCH COMMUNITY. THE SITUA- 
TION IN PRIVATE INDUSTRY IS UNCERTAIN, BUT IT SEEMS 
LIKELY THAT THE MORATORIUM IS ALSO BEING OBSERVED IN 
THAT SECTOR. 

2. SHORTLY ADTER THE NAS ACTION, THE ADVISORY BOARD OF 
THE SCIENTIFIA RESEARCH COUNCILS OF THE UK SET UP A 
WORKING PARTY UNDER THE CHAIRMANSHIP OF LORD ASHBY TO 
MAKE AN ASSESSMENT OF THE POTENTIAL BENEFITS AND POTEN- 
TIAL HAZARDS OF EXPERIMENTAL MANIPULATION OF THE GENETIC 
COMPOSITION OD MICRO-ORGANISMS. THE REPORT OF THE 
ASHBY WORKING PARTY WAS ISSUED EARLY IN 1975 AS A WHITE 
PAPER, CMND 5880. A COPY OF THIS REPORT IS BEING POUCHED 

TO DR. JOSEPH R. QUINN UNDER SEPARATE COVER. 

3. THE ESSENTIAL CONCLUSION OF THE ASHBY STUDY WAS THAT 
THE POTENTIAL BENEFITS OF THIS TYPE OF BIOLOGICAL RE- 
SEARCH (GENETIC MANIPULATION) GREATLY EXCEEDS THE POTEN- 
TIAL HAZARDS, SUBJECT TO RIGOROUS SAFEGUARDS ON THE WAY 
IN WHICH THE RESEARCH IS CARRIED OUT. AS A NEXT LOGICAL 
STEP, THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AND SCIENCE ESTABLISHED 
A SECOND COMMITTEE UNDER PROFESSOR R.E.O. WILLIAMS, THE 
DIRECTOR OF THE CENTRAL PUBLIC HEALTH LABORATORIES, TO 
RECOMMEND A SET OF GUIDELINES FOR GENETIC MANIPULATION 
RESEARCH AND TO STUDY THE OUESTION AS TO HOW BEST TO 
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ENFORCE THESE GUIDELINES IN PRACTICE. THE WILLIAMS 
COMMITTEE IS STILL SITTING AND IS NOT EXPECTED TO REPORT 
UNTIL MAY OR JUNE OF 1976. IT IS THE COMMITTEE'S INTEN- 
TION TO TAKE TESTIMONY FROM INDUSTRY AND TRADES UNION 
REPRESENTATIVES AS WELL AS FROM THE SCIENTIFIC COMMUNITY. 


4. WE ARE INFORMED BY THE MRC THAT ALTHOUGH A NUMBER OF 
PROPOSALS FOR WORK IN GENETIC MANIPULATION HAD BEEN RE- 
CEIVED BY THE COUNCIL PRIOR TO THE IMPOSITION OF THE 
MORATORIUM. NM WORK HAD ACTUALLY BEEN FUNDED. HOWEVER, 
THE APPRECIABLE PERIOD OF TIME FOR WHICH THE MORATORIUM 
HAS LASTED IS NOW CAUSING PRESSURES FROM THE SCIENTIFIC 
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COMMUNITY FOR AN EARLY DECISION ON EXPERINENLAL GUIIDE- 
LINES. THE WILLIAMS COMMITTEE WILL NO DOUBT BE INFLU- 
ENCED IN THIS MATTER BY THE GUIDELINES RECENTLY ISSUED 
BY THE RECOMBINANT DNA MOLECULE PROGRAM ADVISORY COM- 
MITTEE OF NIH. THEY WILL ALSO/BE GUIDED BY THE RECENT 
WHITE PAPER, CMND 6054, ON THE LABORATORY CONTROL OF 
DANGEROUS PATHOGENS GODBER WORKING PARTY). 

5. IT SEEMS CERTAIN THAT IN ADDITION TO RECOMMENDATIONS 
OF LABORATORY EXPERIMENTAL GUIDELINES, THE WILLIAMS 
COMMITTEE WILL ALSO RECOMMEND TO THE UK GOVERNMENT THAT 
A CENTRAL ADVISORY BODY OF SOME TYPE BE ESTABLISHED TO 
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MONITOR ALL RESEARCH IN THIS EIELD. WHETHER THIS BODY 
WOULD HAVE STATUTORY POWERS IS AS YET UNCERTAIN, BUT 
POWERS TO INSPECT WOULD SEEM TO BE A LOGICAL STEP PROM 
THE PUBLIC VIEWPOINT. IT HAS ALSO BEEN SUGGESTED WITHIN 
THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AND SCIENCE THAT CONTROL AND 
INSPECTION RESPONSIBILITIES COULD LOGICALLY BE HOUSED IN 
THE RECENTLY FORMED HEALTH AND SAFETY COMMISSION OF THE 
DEPARTMENT OP EMPLOYMENT. HOWEVER, IT REMAINS TO BE 
SEEN WHETHER THE WILLIAMS COMMITTEE WILL GO THIS PAR. 
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